A novel heterobifunctional linker for formyl to thiol coupling.
A maleimide hydrazide has been synthesized as a heterobifunctional cross-linking agent for thiol to formyl coupling. This linker has been applied to the coupling of the monoclonal antibody 17-1A, or an Fab' derived therefrom, to polyaldehyde dextran onto which the antineoplastic agent ellipticine has been attached. High binding avidities for the unshed antigen on the SW1116 colorectal tumor cell are retained in these drug-dextran-linker-antibody conjugates.